
62-555.350 Operation and Maintenance of Public Water Systems.  
(1)  Suppliers of water shall operate and maintain their public water systems so 

as to comply with applicable standards in Chapter 62-550, F.A.C., and requirements in this 
chapter.  

(2)  Suppliers of water shall keep all necessary public water system components in 

operation and shall maintain such components in good operating condition so the components 

function as intended. Preventive maintenance on electrical or mechanical equipment -- including 

exercising of auxiliary power sources, checking the calibration of finished-drinking-water meters at 

treatment plants, testing of air or pressure relief valves for hydropneumatic tanks, and exercising of 

isolation valves -- shall be performed in accordance with the equipment manufacturer's 

recommendations or in accordance with a written preventive maintenance program established by 

the supplier of water; however, in no case shall auxiliary power sources be run under load less 

frequently than monthly. Accumulated sludge and biogrowths shall be cleaned routinely (i.e., at 

least annually) from all treatment facilities that are in contact with raw, partially treated, or finished 

drinking water and that are not specifically designed to collect sludge or support a biogrowth; and 

blistering, chipped, or cracked coatings and linings on treatment or storage facilities in contact with 

raw, partially treated, or finished drinking water shall be rehabilitated or repaired. Finished-

drinking-water storage tanks, including conventional hydropneumatic tanks with an access manhole 

but excluding bladder- or diaphragm-type hydropneumatic tanks without an access manhole, shall 

be checked at least annually to ensure that hatches are closed and screens are in place; shall be 

cleaned at least once every five years to remove biogrowths, calcium or iron/manganese deposits, 

and sludge from inside the tanks; and shall be inspected for structural and coating integrity at least 

once every five years by personnel under the responsible charge of a professional engineer licensed 

in Florida. Dead-end water mains conveying finished drinking water shall be flushed quarterly or in 

accordance with a written flushing program established by the supplier of water; additionally, dead-

end or other water mains conveying finished water shall be flushed as necessary whenever 

legitimate water quality complaints are received. 


