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Boynton, Lake Worth, West Palm Beach, they're coming down the
way .

And if we can be proactive -- because, listen, West Palm
Beach didn't think it would be a looting last night; although
they had their officers out, it happened. And they had to call
Keith James at 9:00 at night, or whatever, to get assigned to
have a curfew. By that time they were a little too late.

What we're doing is we're taking a proactive (inaudible)
with the intelligence that we were given to, that we're being
threatened that they want to come in and loot these areas. So
why wait until it happens and then try to (inaudible).

I don't think -- if I listen to Chief Osgood and the
team -- I mean, if you need to go to Wal-Mart and you're riding
in your car, I don't think they're going to stop you. With that
being said, it's for groups that they see, that these looters or
the people that don't want to do a peaceful protest, that come
into your city to do damage, and they're in crowds, that's who
they're seeking out. To make sure that our residents and our
businesses stay safe.

So I don't think you -- he said it, he said it himself, if
you're walking down the street they're not going to stop you.
You know. And so use discretion when we're doing this. But
let's not be caught, you know, with our tail down, our pants
down, and this thing hit us tonight and we're not prepared. Be

proactive (inaudible) that's fine.
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CHATR BOTEL: Thank you, Mr. Mayor.

Mr. McCoy, and then Ms. Lanier.

COUNCILPERSON McCOY: Thank you, Madam Chair.

So Councilwoman Lanier, Mayor Felder, if -- you know, I
actually did come across some information that I shared with the
appropriate personnel at the City; but if there's truly
actionable intelligence that would suggest, as you have the
verbiage in this declaration, a clear and present danger, then I
think as a body, why shouldn't we be aware of that and convene a
meeting under 281, that's exempt from public, so that we're not
making a decision basically shooting from our hip. That way at
least everybody on this Board, Mayor included, we're all aware
of exactly what the imminent threat and danger is. And, you
know, I won't have so much reservations.

But I simply -- and I can tell you, and I shared this with
KaShamba Miller -- Councilwoman Miller-Anderson, I simply shared
a post about I specifically pray for our police department.

And, oh, my gosh, did I get beat up so bad on social media about
it because I went to just see our police officers one morning
and there were shots fired at 5:45 in the morning.

So at the very least I would expect that if it's that
imminent and it's that much of a danger to the community, then,
you know, that's exactly why these exemptions are provided for
under the law, so that when we make these decisions it's not

based on us not having enough information.
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1 And I certainly support being a citizen, a de facto

2 employee and a business owner in the community, I certainly

3 respect the need to have a curfew. But I don't want to do it
4 out of us not making sure that everybody has the same

5 information and that we all are aware of what the potential

6 threat is and why there is such a sense of urgency to move

7 forward with this.

8 That's it, Madam Chair. Thank you.
9 CHAIR BOTEL: Councilwoman --
10 COUNCILPERSON LANIER: Yeah, and I'm going to say this and

11 I'm going to, you know, wrap this up. But I just really want to
12 say, to piggyback off of that, saying that I for one am all for
13 it. Don't get that misunderstood.

14 But what I want to be for, is I want to be able to make

15 sure that every person who lives in this city is aware of this.
16 It is 7:08 at night. If this goes into effect in an hour and a
17 half, or an hour and 45 minutes, 90 percent of the City won't

18 know about this. And I just want to be clear on the fact that
19 if you're going to do this, I need a public announcement to let
20 the public know that 9:00 tomorrow morning night, if you're not
21 going to work then you might be stopped, you know, you might be
22 asked questions.

23 But to enact something at two -- in an hour and a half from
24 now, and nobody knows -- I'm sitting here talking, you know, in

25 my office, and my father goes to all this all the time, he might
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not know.

So I just want to be able to be clear about the fact that
people in the public understand that this goes down 9:00
tomorrow night. And also that it's not about property, people;
it is about lives we're trying to save.

COUNCILWOMAN MILLER-ANDERSON: Madam Chair.

COUNCILPERSON LANIER: Because we understand that we don't
want businesses -- I'm not finished. We don't want businesses
destroyed. We don't want people to be able -- to be in a
position, who have a business, to be able to say that I've lost
my business. I understand that.

But I do not want additional loss of life because somebody
didn't know, or whatever the case may be. I just want people --
and it's not just the citizens of Riviera Beach. Anybody who
comes in as antagonizers or instigators to know that tomorrow
night you cannot come in this city doing anything that you think
that you want to do.

But to give two hours notice to the people who pay our
salaries, the people who live and pay taxes in the city, is
doing a disservice to them. They don't even know. And they
won't know. They're not watching this meeting. They don't know
that in two hours you can't go anywhere unless you're going to
work. They won't know this. So it's just any matter of just
public information, to let people know.

COUNCILPERSON MILLER-ANDERSON: Madam Chair.
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CHAIR BOTEL: Just a minute, Ms. Miller-Anderson.

I have every faith that our administration, including our
Chief of Police, would be (inaudible) hey, buddy, walking, going
to home, going to Wal-mart.

I think what we're after is that they have actual
intelligence that tonight there may be groups of people doing
damage in our city; and that's why they want us to sign to
approve this for tonight, not wait until tomorrow.

As someone else had said, perhaps it was Miller-Anderson,
surrounding cities are making this move tonight. Which means
that if we're the only one, we will be that wvacuum into which
everything else will be sucked. And we don't want that to
happen.

So my opinion is that we really need to do this now,
tonight; and the only -- only with the assurance from Chief
Osgood and City Manager Evans. But it's not to affect law
abiding citizens in the City of Riviera Beach. 1It's intent is
to stop crowds of people from doing damage to closed businesses,
based on some information that they have -- and I don't need to
know that information, frankly. I trust that they -- they're
smart enough to know that this is something that we should worry
about. That's my opinion.

Ms. Miller-Anderson.

COUNCILPERSON MILLER-ANDERSON: I just had a question for

Mr. Evans. Is there a way to -- do we have like an emergency
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broadcast where we're able to push it out to the phone numbers,
or text, or something?

CITY MANAGER EVANS: Yes, councilperson. And that's
actually what we were going to do. We have a systems call, I
think reverse nine one one, where we can call the community.
And we will put the order out on our social media channels, as
well as the website, a crawl on the TV. Everything that we can
do to inform the community as quickly as we can, we certainly
will do that.

COUNCILPERSON MILLER-ANDERSON: Okay. Thank you. That's
it for me.

CHAIR BOTEL: Now, the motion as it stands is that we enact
this curfew tomorrow night. So unless I hear anything from
Mr. McCoy or Ms. Lanier to put that back to the original motion
which was tonight, we should vote on the motion as it stands.
Am I correct, Madam Clerk?

THE CLERK: Yes, Madam Chair, you would vote on the
amendment first. And if that fails, we would go to the original
motion.

CHAIR BOTEL: Well, unless anyone else has something to
say -- Mr. Lawson is uncharacteristic silent.

COUNCILPERSON McCOY: The gentleman from the Fifth
District, he looks like he wants to say something.

CHAIR BOTEL: I don't know. He doesn't look like he wants

to say something, which is very unusual. So, Mr. Lawson, did
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you want to weigh in?

COUNCILPERSON LAWSON: No, Madam Chair. I was actually
debriefed earlier with these same questions and concerns during
the day, so I've been updated on what's going on and I'm
prepared to vote moving forward.

CHAIR BOTEL: Madam Clerk, would you -- and this is to --
this vote is to postpone the curfew until tomorrow night. Madam
Clerk.

COUNCILPERSON McCOY: No, it's not to postpone the curfew,
Madam Chair. 1It's to enact the curfew effective June 2nd.

CHAIR BOTEL: To enact the curfew tomorrow night and not
tonight.

COUNCILPERSON McCOY: 1Is the gentlewoman from the Third
District on?

CHAIR BOTEL: Shirley (inaudible).

She moved. She's on twice. She's here twice.

We can't hear you.

COUNCILPERSON McCOY: So while we're trying to wait for her
connection, Mr. Evans and Ms. Wynn, is this not a specific issue
that would be encompassed under 281 of Florida Statutes, that
there is some intelligence that we would have the ability to
convene on un-public meeting for?

CITY ATTORNEY WYNN: Mr. McCoy, Florida Statute 281 deals
with safety and security services. For instance, alarm

services, those types of things.
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COUNCILPERSON McCOY: Well, there are specific criminal
intelligence meetings that take place that are not public?

CITY ATTORNEY WYNN: Yes, amongst law enforcement, correct.

COUNCILPERSON McCOY: Okay. So there is no exemption for
us to talk about specific threats to enact a state of emergency?

CITY ATTORNEY WYNN: Okay. So, you kind of confused me.
One is for criminal intelligence, no, that's amongst law
enforcement.

COUNCILPERSON McCOY: Oh? But the Mayor -- in this case
it's law enforcement, because he takes over the police
department.

CITY ATTORNEY WYNN: I think that what the Manager if
anything would have done or could do is brief you individually.
But again, it depends on what it is. Because if it's criminal
intelligence that Chief Osgood or law enforcement would not want
to be out there, then we wouldn't tell you that.

There is no obligation -- I mean, there are certain things

that you can't know.

CHAIR BOTEL: Okay. Ms. Lanier is -- Shirley, say
something so we can -- we're not hearing you. We're not hearing
you. No. I'm not a good lip reader any longer. We all need to

learn sign language.
Can you dial in, Shirley? Could you try calling?
COUNCILPERSON McCOY: 1Is this every week?

CHAIR BOTEL: I don't know. Well, Wednesday we're back on
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solid ground again, we're no longer virtual, so --

COUNCILPERSON MILLER-ANDERSON: Can't she go out and come
back in, please.

CHAIR BOTEL: Do you want to try to go out and come -- or
call on the phone? We just really at this point need to vote
and wrap this up.

We see that you're trying, Shirley.

COUNCILPERSON LANIER: Okay. Can you hear me now?

COUNCILPERSON MILLER-ANDERSON: All right. We're ready for
the vote. Call the vote. Call the vote.

CHAIR BOTEL: Madam Clerk, will you call the roll, please.

THE CLERK: Councilperson McCoy.

COUNCILPERSON McCOY: Yes.

THE CLERK: Councilperson Miller-Anderson.

COUNCILPERSON MILLER-ANDERSON: No.

THE CLERK: Councilperson Lanier.

COUNCILPERSON LANIER: Yes.

THE CLERK: Pro-Tem Lawson.

COUNCILPERSON LAWSON: No.

THE CLERK: Chair Botel.

CHATR BOTEL: No.

Now, could we please have a motion to put the curfew into
effect this evening?

THE CLERK: Madam Chair, we already have a motion on the

floor to enact the curfew as presented.
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CHATR BOTEL: Could we call that roll, please?

THE CLERK: Councilperson McCoy.

COUNCILPERSON McCOY: Yes.

THE CLERK: Councilperson Miller-Anderson.

COUNCILPERSON MILLER-ANDERSON: Yes.

THE CLERK: Councilperson Lanier.

COUNCILPERSON LANIER: Yes.

THE CLERK: Pro-Tem Lawson.

COUNCILPERSON LAWSON: Yes.

THE CLERK: Clair Botel.

CHATIR BOTEL: Yes.

THE CLERK: Unanimous vote.

CHAIR BOTEL: Okay. (Inaudible) we need to do -- do we

need to have a discussion by City Manager?

CITY MANAGER EVANS: No, Madam Chair.

CHAIR BOTEL: A

discussion by City Attorney?

CITY ATTORNEY WYNN: No, thank you.

CHATR BOTEL: Any comments by the Mayor?

MAYOR FELDER: No, Madam Chair.

CHAIR BOTEL: Comments by Chair Pro-Tem Lawson.

COUNCILPERSON LAWSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

I just want to let all of our residents know that we're

doing our very best to continue to protect you and speak on

behalf of your needs.

Every one of our -- every one of my

colleagues is just speaking on behalf of what our residents are
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asking them to do. This is nothing personal. This is just
discussions that we have based upon what our community needs.

So I want us to continue to be safe. I'm praying for all
families. I'm praying for justice. And we're also praying for
the direction of where our system is going to be change and to
being implemented in the proper way. So that's what all of us
are standing for and that's what we will continue to do.

So I support all of my colleagues here, whether we agree or
disagree on everything.

So thank you, Mr. Evans, and Mr. Osgood, for the intel; and
let's continue to move forward and progress forward.

CHATR BOTEL: Thank vyou.

Mr. McCoy.

COUNCILPERSON McCOY: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Mr. Evans and Chief Osgood, thank you for giving us regular
and routine updates on, on the, I guess, current state of the
City as it relates to any kind of potential criminal activity.
But I would hope and expect that that will probably come a
little more frequent, now that we've kind of set forth this
curfew. Going forward. So that we're aware.

And that's all I have. Thank you.

CHAIR BOTEL: Thank you. Councilwoman Lanier?

COUNCILPERSON LANIER: I just wanted to say that I
appreciate the fact that we have a police chief and a city

manager who is taking care of this city. And the fact that
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they -- I have all the utmost confidence in both of their
abilities to be able to steer us through this storm and to be
able to get us on the other side and to make sure that the
citizens of this city feel comfortable with the police, unlike
so many other cities.

We are a unique, unique place here, where we are very
comfortable with our police, that we are very comfortable in the
abilities of the people to make the decisions for us.

So I just wanted to make sure that the police chief and the
city manager understands that we appreciate their efforts.

CHATR BOTEL: Thank vyou.

Ms. Miller-Anderson.

COUNCILPERSON MILLER-ANDERSON: I just wanted to say, can I
echo what Councilman Lawson stated in terms of we're all working
together. I have to echo exactly what my colleagues have said
in terms of Mr. Evans and Chief Osgood, I have complete respect
for you two and confidence in knowing that you will make sure
that we get through this.

And, you know, I just want to say to our community, we --
we're a tight knit community; and I think that if we just
continue to work together we'll be able to get through this.
We're not going to allow those from outside to come in and
damage what we have as a community. So I think that's why it's
necessary for us to take these steps.

But I want to be very clear with everyone that I do expect
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for, you know, there to be some respect involved in all of this.
And I think that everybody is pretty much on the same page and
understands that. And that's what the end goal is, just to
basically keep everyone safe and people's property in order.
But, more importantly, it's about life safety at this point.

And so we just want to make sure that everybody is fine once we
get through this.

It's very difficult. And so, you know, having children or
young men, and especially for you all, my colleagues on the
Board, it's a difficult time for everybody, I'm sure; but I do
believe that we can get through this.

And as Mr. Lawson stated, hopefully there are some systemic
changes that are made down the line, a little closer now than
further down the line. And I apologize, guys, I can barely put
two words together. A lot going on. So thank you all for
dealing with me tonight.

CHATIR BOTEL: Sounded good to me.

I also want to thank Chief Osgood and Mr. Evans, and
Ms. Wynn for putting together this thing, and for the Mayor for
bringing it out to us this evening to vote on.

You know, as someone who has experienced a privileged life,
to some degree, I've never had to tell my children, be careful
going out in the streets. I've never had to worry about the
kinds of things that many of my colleagues have to worry about

on a day-to-day basis. And it's heart breaking to see what's
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1 happening to our country.
2 Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, although he became more
3 politically active toward the end of his life, just before he
4 died he said something about riots that comes to my mind now.
5 He said, when you riot it gives people like George Wallace more
6 ammunition.
7 So as much as there is pain, and justified pain for the
8 murder of a good innocent man, we hope that justice will be
9 done. We hope that they will be brought to trial and -- I won't
10 comment on -- we hope that justice will be served.
11 But we also hope that people will take into consideration
12 that the damage they do when they riot and cause harm to our
13 community is not the proper kind of behavior.
14 I think the president -- not the current president. The
15 last president put it so well today when he said, you know, let
16 us not model that kind of behavior. Let's model better
17 behavior, we're better than that.
18 So, again, I want to thank you all for this vote. And God
19 bless everyone. Have a great night. Thank you.
20 Let's see. You can't just sign off like that?
21 Anything else? Did I forget -- we have no other
22 statements. Okay, this meeting is adjourned. Thank you.
23
24
25
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CERTIFICATE

THE STATE OF FLORIDA, )

COUNTY OF PALM BEACH. )

I, Claudia Price Witters, RPR, Registered Professional
Reporter, do hereby certify that I was authorized to and did
transcribe the foregoing proceedings from a recording, and that
the foregoing is a true and correct transcription of said
recording to the best of my ability.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this

25th day of April 2021.

W (»3%{-//\

Claudia Price Witters
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